Rathbone Raceway 2012 Rules

Introduction and General Disclaimer

Rathbone Raceway is a privately owned and operated go-kart racetrack. Rathbone Raceway is private property. Any person on this property without permission of the track owners or management is guilty of trespassing and is subject to penalties of the law. Through your registration or association, you have been given the privilege to be on this property in conjunction with racing activities. HOWEVER, THE MANAGEMENT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REVOKE AND CANCEL THIS PRIVILEGE AT ANY TIME.

The rules and/or regulations set forth herein are designed to provide for the orderly conduct of the racing event and to establish minimum acceptable requirements for such event. These rules shall govern the condition of all events, and by participation in these events, all participants agree to comply with these rules. NO EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTY OF SAFETY SHALL RESULT FROM PUBLICATION OF OR COMPLIANCE WITH THESE RULES AND/OR REGULATIONS.
These rules are intended as a guide for the orderly conduct of the racing events and are in no way a guarantee against injury or death to a participant, spectator or official. The race track management shall be empowered to impose further restrictions that in his / her own opinion do not alter the minimum acceptable requirements. Any interpretation of these rules is left to the discretion of the appropriate track officials. THEIR DECISIONS ARE FINAL. While all attempts have been made to make these rules as precise as possible, they are not all encompassing.

Any questionable items should be pre-approved by the track officials. If it is not specifically allowed, one should assume it is disallowed. The track makes no apologies for disallowing any items not specifically allowed in these rules or otherwise pre-approved. Any person or persons entering into competition or actively participating in competition, including kart owners, pit crew, vendors, official, media, or others in pits area are covered under these rules and regulations and are considered, track guests under these rules and regulations.
Rathbone Raceway Incorporated reserves the right to refuse or accept the entry of any kart participant without recourse. Furthermore the track reserves the right to revoke or cancel the right of any entry, or any participant claimed right to be on the track premises, if it is determined that a participant’s presence or conduct is not in the best interest of the track, the sport of go-karting, other competitors, spectators, track management or employees. NO REFUNDS WILL BE GIVEN.

GENERAL REGULATIONS
KNOWLEDGE OF RULES- Guests are responsible to know policies and regulations set forth herein and those that become effective during the season. A driver/owner assumes full responsibility for the conduct of their pit crew and their adherence to the rules and guide lines of the track. The driver/owner shall be sole spokesperson for the kart and the team and shall receive any penalty from his/her pit crew’s actions.
AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES- Rathbone Raceway reserves the right to amend, alter, or remove any rule, policies or procedures as published. This may be done if the track deems it necessary for the betterment of the program, further clarifications of existing rules or improvements to safety.

ASSUMPTION OF RISK- Guests assume full responsibility for any and all injuries sustained, property damage and/or death at any time while on the race premises or en route to and from. No guest will have any claim for expenses or damages against Rathbone Raceway or it’s promoters or officials regardless of negligence. No insurance is extended on vehicles in the pits or infield.

PROGRAM- The program consists of qualifying, feature events, and intermissions. The raceway will determine the number and nature of event, which constitute a complete program. Preliminary event for a division may be deleted for extended program. Track management reserves the right, without recourse to alter the preannounce length or nature of any event if weather, track conditions, driver or fan safety concerns or other factors that warrant such a change.
PARTICIPATION- Competing karts are subject to inspection by raceway officials at anytime. Such inspection does not deem a kart safe and free from defects. No express or implied warranty of safety shall result from publication of or compliance with these rules. Kart parts, and/or equipment will not be considered having been approved by reason of having passed through inspection at any time or number of times unobserved or undetected.

TRACK CONDITIONS- Any driver or pit crew member may inspect the race track for defects, obstructions, or other conditions, which may affect competition. If a driver feels that conditions are unsafe, the driver shall report such knowledge to the pit steward or track officials. If a driver feels the conditions are still unacceptable for competition, they have the option of not competing. By choosing to participate, a driver deems that race track is acceptable for competing they are assuming these risks with full knowledge and awareness of these risks.
CONDUCT- All guests are subject to proper conduct. Acts detrimental to the sport of kart racing, such as abuse of officials and vulgarity are prohibited. Entering the pit area of another competitor after an incident is considered instigating and will be dealt with accordingly. Repeated violations of this rule could result in permanent suspension.

DRUGS AND ALCOHOL POLICY- Absolutely no alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs will be allowed on track property. Mandatory revocation of right will take place for any guest found to using illegal drugs or consuming alcoholic beverages while the race program is in progress, or prior to entering the race premises.
VULGAR LANGUAGE AND INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVOIR- Anyone who uses vulgar language or actions towards another will be asked to leave the premises. Our intentions are to provide a fun, safe, and non invasive sporting event. While we fully understand that situations arise from time to time and we require you to control your actions for the sake of everyone attending these functions. 

DECISIONS- All of the decisions concerning scorekeepers, suspensions, disqualifications, penalties and interpretation of these rules by Rathbone Raceway ARE FINAL! Questions or comments regarding such decisions will not be discussed during the race program. All inquires, comments, complaints, and suggestions should be made in a respectful and civil manner or they will not be heard. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE IS ANYONE TO APPROACH THE FLAG STAND DURING A RACE PROGRAM.

INSPECTION- Any kart is subject to a full inspection by a track official at any time while at the raceway. Failure to comply will result in disqualification. Post race disqualifications do not require inspection of additional karts. All karts must be available for inspection if so instructed immediately following an event. Failure to report immediately to the designated inspection area if so instructed by the track officials will result in disqualification. Compliance with rules will be determined by the procedure, equipment, and tools adopted and utilized by the raceway. Official weight is per track provided scales. Contact the technical inspector or the pit steward prior to the racing program start time if you wish to have your kart checked against any track equipment.
RADIOS- No radio or electronic communication for any driver.

RACE DAY CHECK-IN

Each day of racing, drivers are required to register with the pit steward at the designated check-in area in the pits. This should be done as soon as you arrive at the track.

In order to eligible according to the required line-up procedure for the qualifying events, the driver must be checked in prior to the officially posted start time for their event. (cut-off time). It is the driver’s responsibility to make sure that he/she is checked-in for that day’s event.
Any driver that checks-in after the cut off time will be allowed to participate in qualifying events, but will start at the end of his/her qualifying event. Drivers must check-in regardless of when they arrive at the track.

 If for some reason a driver change is made at any point during the race event the new driver must notify pit steward and be checked-in as a driver or change their status from pit crew to driver at the pit building. 
STARTER AND FLAG REGULATION

OFFICIAL STARTER- All practice and competition activities on the track are under the immediate control of the starter and the other track and pit entrance flagmen. All competitors shall adhere to their directions. Failure to do so at any time may result in disqualification.

STARTING PROCEDURES

INITIAL STARTS- All initial starts for heats and features will be double file. Absolutely no passing until the green flag comes out. The head starter calls off an initial start if a caution comes out before the first lap is scored. A kart must take the original start to get its starting spot in a restart. Once the initial start has taken place, no additional kart will be allowed on the track unless waived on by a track official. Jumping Starts or restarts twice will result in being sent to the rear.

The pole sitter will set a slow but steady pace with all the karts maintaining the same pace until the green flag is indicated. Karts should be nose to tail and side by side until the green flag is waved.

COMPLETE RESTART- If the head starter calls off an initial start or a caution comes out before the first lap is scored. It will result in a complete restart. If the start was called off because the head starter did not like the formation, all karts should return to their original starting spot. If after a second attempt to start the race is waived off, the head starter has the discretion to move one or both front row starters to the rear of the field if he feels either driver is failing to properly obey the green flag. Front row drivers must remember that while “THE POLE SITTER SETS THE PACE, THE HEAD STARTER STARTS THE RACE”. 
Any kart that exits the track and then returns before the restart must start in the rear. If your kart has mechanical difficulties and causes a race interruption more than three times you will be asked to leave the track or pull to the infield for the remainder of that race.
RESTARTS- restarts are double file until the halfway point of the race has been reached. All restarts after the halfway point will be single file. Lapped karts are placed into the lineup in the place they were running in when a yellow or red flag came out. A driver of a lapped kart may elect to move to the end of the field if he/she is uncomfortable starting where he/she is placed in the line up. The driver should indicate this to the track official by motioning to the rear. The head starter will indicate by waving the green flag that the race is starting.

REPAIRS- Karts may only re-enter a race under a yellow flag. Drivers wishing to re-enter a race must wait to be waved on the track by a track official. Once the white flag is waved indicating that the race is about to re-start, no karts will be allowed to re-enter the race until the next yellow is displayed or waived on by a track official.
EXPLANATION OF FLAGS

GREEN FLAG- Signifies the start of an event all karts must remain in line until receiving the green. Green may be followed immediately by yellow for complete restarts, at the discretion of the starter. On Caution lap, racing will resume when the green flag is displayed. 
YELLOW FLAG- Signifies track is not clear, karts must decrease speed, get into single file until told to double up, if applicable. NO passing is allowed under caution. Drivers must pay attention to the track officials. Continued failure to move into the directed position or failure to allow another driver into position may result in a driver being placed to the rear of the field. 
CONTINUED FAILURE TO OBEY THE ON TRACK OFFICIALS LINEUP INSTRUCTIONS WILL RESULT IN A BLACK FLAG.

Track officials will determine which kart, if any initiated the need for the yellow flag. These karts will be placed in the rear of the field. Any karts that exit the track under yellow will line up after all the other karts.

RED FLAG- Signifies automatic halting of the race. All karts must STOP! The race is scored according to the last lap completed under green.
BLACK FLAG- Signifies disqualification with immediate exit from track to pits required. If disqualification is for equipment violation, kart may return to competition upon remedy and approval by track officials. If violation, kart must remain in the pits for the remainder of that race.
WHITE FLAG- Signifies one lap remains for caution or completion of the race. 

CHECKERED FLAG- Signifies completion of the event. Finishing position decided according to distance traveled regardless if kart takes checkered.

LINEUP PROCEDURE

Lineup will be posted prior to the day’s events. Check the board for your starting spot and also for the order of the heats and feature events. It is the driver’s responsibility to know when he/she is supposed to be lined up. A driver should watch what class is currently up and judge when he/she should be getting ready to race.

Failure to be in the heat line up area when the heat goes on the track will result in a driver losing his/her starting spot and being forced to start at the end of the heat. If a driver arrives at the lineup area after the heat has been sent to the track, the drive must follow arrives at the lineup area after the heat has been sent to the track, the drive must follow the track lineup person’s instructions on when they are to enter the track. If time permits before head starter gives the green flag, the lineup person will motion the driver on to the track. Failure to obey the lineup person’s instructions will result in an immediate disqualification for the race.
TRACK AREA AND PIT AREA

TRACK AND INFIELD- This area is highly restricted. Only authorized personnel will be permitted on the track or in the infield at any time unless approved by a track official. Karts entering the track must stay high and merge with caution. When exiting or slowing down on the track you must put your hand in the air and go high on the track to tell other karts that you are slowing down and exiting the track. Karts are not permitted on the track unless a track official supervises all activity.

PITS- The entire pit area is considered a restricted area. Every person who wishes to enter the pits area must sign a release and waiver agreement, they must also have the appropriate wristband.

Each individual pit area must have a fire extinguisher within 10-15 feet of the kart while in the pit area. There will be no driving or coasting of karts in the pits. There should be no excessive of revving of engines in the pit area.

Pit spaces may be reserved for the season at a cost of $30 per season. To reserve your space contact the track.

GENERAL RULES AND SAFETY INFORMATION

Driver Apparel:
Full-face helmet designed for racing; DOT, Snell 95 or better is required. Helmets must fit correctly. For safety reasons if the helmet does not fit properly you will not be allowed to race.

1. Full coverage driver wear including sturdy shoes, socks, long sleeve shirt, long pants, and gloves are required  

2. Neck brace / collar designed for racing must be worn.

3. Chest protection is HIGHLY RECCOMENDED for all classes
4. Arm Sleeve recommended.

5. Elbow pad for right arm recommended.

6. Long hair must be secured and kept under helmet

7. No loose clothing including hoodies.    

No tall gears that will dig into the track. Drivers running these gears will be black flagged until adjustments are made.

Drivers must keep their hands in their kart at all times.

Hot laps will be run by announced classes only.

No karts will be allowed on the track after the race program is over, without official’s permission.

No unauthorized personal in the pit booth or flag stand.

KART SAFETY AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS

All karts must be manufactured for the purpose of racing; yard, fun or concession karts are not allowed. Clutch driven karts only. No direct drive karts allowed. No shifter karts allowed.

FRAME AND OVERALL DIMENSIONS-

                               Overall maximum width-50.0”

                               Overall maximum length-78.0”

                               Overall maximum of-26.0”

FLOOR PANS- floor pans need to be within 1” of the inner frame, from the front of the seat forward.

SEAT-
Sprint style “bucket” seat only. Seat must securely locate the driver laterally and longitudinally. Seats must be bolted securely to the frame and not be adjustable while the kart is in motion. 
CHAIN GUARDS- All karts must have a chain guard designed to retain a broken chain, and must include coverage to the rear bumper.
TIRES -   All four tires must be slicks. No treads, grooved or cut tires of any kind.

ALL karts must have a catch can for oil where applicable.

All karts must have a tie-strap on spark plug wire.

All Weights must be painted bright white as a matter of safety. 
Disciplinary Procedure
IF CAUGHT CHEATING AND / OR VIOLATING ANY OF THESE POLICIES THE FOLLOWING WILL APPLY:

1st offense: Warning and loss of spot / winnings

2nd offense: Kart and driver are out for one week.

3rd offense: Kart and driver are out for two weeks.

4th offense: Kart and driver are out for rest of the season.

In order to promote a fair and family friendly facility, this policy will be enforced!

Tech Procedure for all classes 

At the request of track officials the kart must be placed in the quarantine area immediately following the race. At the track discretion the top three karts of one class will be chosen for tech. The track also may tech any other single kart that appears to be out of class. Tech will not necessarily occur every week. Tech procedures are to promote fair competition and keep karts within the limits of their respective classes.
1. Refusal to comply with tech procedures or leaving without being teched (if you are requested) will result in the kart and driver being out the rest of the season!
2. Any engine found to be illegal will be subject to  mandatory tech  before the driver and or engine is allowed to race the next week, 
Tech options are as follows:
1. The driver may elect to have engine inspected at some time prior to race night. Upon meeting specifications the engine will be sealed. As long as all seals are in place and un-tampered, engine will not be torn down (Exception is protest clause see below). Seals are in no way required and are a matter of convenience only. Kart must still be brought to the tech area upon request to inspect the engine seals. 
2. If the engine is not sealed and engine is selected for tech the driver can elect to re-assemble and have engine sealed post tech.
3. If no seals are in place engine will be teched per the specifications.

If at any time an engine has been previously sealed and the seals have been removed (i.e. refreshing, repair, etc.) there is no penalty for not having seals in place or removing them. The sealing program is in no way mandatory; however it is intended to be a convenience to the racer. If seals are not in place rule #4 above will apply.
Protest clause:

Note: part and spec tolerance will be decided at track discretion based on but not limited to, stock part comparison, known good part, possible production tolerances, and accuracy of the inspection method. Tech personnel decisions are final.
 
1. Person protesting must have raced in that class.
2. $100 cash put up by person protesting.
3. Motor may be protested sealed or not.
4. Protester engine must also be teched sealed or not.
5. If protested engine is found to be legal $75 goes to them $25 to the track.
6. If protested engine is found to be illegal $75 goes back to the protester $25 to the track.
7. If both protester and accused are illegal track gets $100.
8. Anytime a motor does not pass tech that driver's motor must pass tech before the driver is allowed to race again (this rule is also part of the general tech rules).

RATHBONE RACEWAY CLASSES

Any class with more than 10 karts will be divided as a matter of safety.
Restrictor Plates Classes:

 Stock Clone Rules apply. NO 212cc PREDATOR ENGINES ALLOWED!
The intent of these classes is to promote young driver development. If you dominate or lap the entire field you will be required to move up and or out of the restrictor plate classes and into one of our other more competitive classes. Plates may not be laser cut, slotted, drilled or altered in anyway and will be inspected by pin gauge, caliper, and /or visual comparison to a known unaltered plate.
Rathbone Pee Wees:

 (Red Plate .375”) No minimum weight.
This class is for the youngest of racers or first timers. Once the driver has shown to be proficient they will be moved out of this class at the tracks discretion. This will be based on ability and safety concerns.

Rathbone Runts:

 (Silver .425”) Minimum weight 240lbs
Rathbone Purple Novice:

(Purple Plate .500”) Minimum weight 260lbs 
Rathbone Blue Novice:

(Blue Plate .550”) Minimum weight 275lbs

Stock Clone (NO RESTRICTOR PLATE):

 Minimum weight 300lbs. Stock Clone Rules apply. NO 212cc PREDATOR ENGINES ALLOWED!
Stock Light
Briggs flat head rules apply. Minimum weight 300lbs.
STOCK Heavy
Briggs flat head rules apply. Minimum weight 360lbs.
Kids Crate Clone- (15yrs and under (on May 1st) Birth Certificate must be supplied upon request)

Track supplied motors will be drawn on a weekly basis. Minimum weight 300lbs

Adult Crate Clone- (15yrs and over (on May1st ) Birth Certificate must be supplied upon request)
Track supplied motors will be drawn on a weekly basis. Minimum weight 340lbs.

Modified Clone - Weight 340lbs minimum
 Minimum weight 340lbsModified Clone Rules apply. NO 212cc PREDATOR ENGINES ALLOWED!
See separate Modified clone engine rules attached.
PROSTOCK / STOCK APPEARING-
Minimum weight 340lbs
Tech procedure for this class will consist of the following:

Unless the engine is suspected to be stroked it will not be disassembled with the exception of removal of the flywheel cover to inspect for proper flywheel, milled fins, or other alterations for safety purposes. Visual inspection of out side of motor for the following items:

1. Fuel: Alcohol or Gas.

2. Engine must start out as a stock 5hp Briggs engine.
3. Head must start out as stock 5hp Briggs head and retain original spark plug placement. No Billet Aluminum Heads allowed. All other head features non-tech items.

4. No cast flywheels. For safety purpose must be billet aluminum 3hp or 5hp and cooling fins must not be milled down or any other modifications. 
5. All internal components of engine Non-Tech
6. Carburetor must start out as 5hp Briggs. No build up of materials. All other items non-tech.
7. Air cleaner / Adapter / Breather Non-tech Item.

8. Any header allowed. Subject to safety requirements. No slippy pipes.

UNLIMITED-
Minimum weight 340lbs.
Any clone, Animal, Flat head, or any other power plant that does not meet the specifications in one of the classes above is legal for this class.
1. Age limit 15 years old minimum (Birth Certificate must be supplied upon request).
2. Two years kart experience required.

3. All engine items non-tech.

All classes if you dominate, it will be up to the track officials discretion to move you up a class and you CAN NOT move back down.
ALL RULES, REGULATIONS AND DECISIONS SET FORTH HEREIN ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE RACEWAY DISCRETION.
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